
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

1st December, 2025 
 

Victoria’s spectacular Blue Lotus Water Garden is celebrating 21 years of 
huge lotus flowers, giant watelilies and plenty of family fun this summer.  
 
The stunning Blue Lotus Water Garden in the Yarra Valley is gearing up for a very special milestone, their 21st 
Birthday. Since 2005, the Cochrane family have welcomed thousands of visitors each summer to see the 
stunning display of lotus and waterlily flowers spread across 14 acres of tropically themed water gardens.  
 
From Boxing Day 26thDecember the gardens will open their gates for the 21st Lotus Flower Season. Over the 
summer period, thousands of magnificent lotus flowers along with a kaleidoscope of waterlily flowers cover 
the garden’s extensive waterways, creating one of the most spectacular floral displays in Australia. It truly is a 
sight to be seen, and the gardens are only a short drive from Melbourne.  
 
The lotus flowers are just part of the visitor experience. The garden also contains an incredible array of rare 
and unique tropical plants sourced from all over the world, such as the amazing Giant Amazon Waterlilies. 
These prehistoric looking giants (Victoria cruziana and Victoria amazonica) produce massive lily pads up to 6ft 
(1.8m) in diameter, so big they can hold the weight of a child or even a small adult without sinking. The 
gardens are the only place in Victoria nature lovers can see these magnificent plants, made famous by David 
Attenborough in his documentary series, Secret Life of Plants. 
 
For more than two decades the Cochrane family and their team of dedicated workers have toiled for countless 
hours to turn what once was a cabbage farm, into the world class attraction the Blue Lotus Water Garden is 
today. Founder, farmer and horticulturalist Geoff Cochrane said: “It’s been a labor of love of mine for many 
years. I’m really pleased with the way the garden looks this year, especially considering all the extra effort 
we’ve put in. I really hope everyone gets a chance to come and see the beautiful flowers this summer”.  
 
Affordable Family Fun – Kids u/16 Free (t&cs apply) 
 

If you’re looking for a fantastic day out with the family that’s right on Melbourne’s doorstep. A place where 
the kids can run around in the fresh air and explore nature’s wonderland. Then the Blue Lotus Water Garden 
must make it to the top of the list. To make it affordable for families, children aged 15 and under have free 
entry when accompanied by an adult with a paid ticket. The garden also provides a host of family friendly 
facilities including dozens of picnic shelters, BBQs and wonderful play spaces for the kids. Plus, there’s a 
fabulous café and ice cream kiosk onsite, offering a range of meals, snacks, drinks and treats to fit any budget. 
 
As a special treat for the little ones over the school holidays. The garden plans to provide children’s 
entertainment on selected weekends and public holidays. To find out more, please visit our website or join our 
socials. Face painting will also be available for a small fee along with the very popular (and free) Dragon Spotto 
treasure hunt. The kids absolutely love the treasure hunt. 
 



 
 
 

Garden highlights 
 

• Australia’s Largest Display of Lotus and Waterlily Flowers: Thousnads of flowers in bloom daily with scores of 
different varieties and colours to see and dozens more in development.  

• 14 acres of Water Gardens:  With 3km of trails, tropical plant displays and gardens, dozens of lakes, ponds, 
creeks, waterfalls and fountains.  

• Giant Amazon Waterlily: One of the largest species of waterlily in the world. 

• Cochrane Lake:  Amazing display of waterlily flowers including a prized collection of Claude Monet’s original 
waterlilies from his famous garden in Giverny, France. 

• Bridge Walk: Streching 350m with 12 bridges through the middle of our largest lake. Views in every 
direction. 

• Tropical World & Kakadu Lagoon Exhibits: Showcasing native lotus and waterlilies from northern Australia along 
with a host of other exotic tropical plants from around the world.  

• Golden Lotus Exhibit: One of the largest lotus flowers on the planet with over 88 petals.  

• Lotus Lake: A sea of pink and white lotus flowers, Carolina Queen & Crème Lutea Lotus varieties. 

• Lotus Wetlands: Where visitors can get up close and walk among the flowers. The shallow wetland ponds contain 
the most varieties in the garden and it looks like a forest of flowers in summer.  

• Flower Fairy Garden: Featuring new entertainment marquee, fantasy cubby houses, a rainbow slide, play 
equipment, giant misting flowers, giant mushrooms, fairy village, fairy queen throne and wishing well.  

• Frog Hollow: With it’s giant frogs, frog pond, rainforest garden and birds of the rainforset display. 

• Dragon Trail: Follow the trail through the lotus flowers and meet the protectors of the garden. 

• Fantastic Facilities: Including great café, ice cream kiosk, picnic areas & shelters, park BBQs, group pavilions, 
large retail plant nursery, flower shop, garden shop, gift shop, accessible parking and toilets, free onsite parking 
and coach parking. 

 

General information 
 

Open Dates: December 26, 2025 – April 19, 2026 (7 days) 
Daily Times: 10am – 5pm (may change due to weather conditions or season, check website for updates) 
Location address: 2628 Warburton Highway, Yarra Junction  
 

Ticket Prices: 
Lotus Flower Season (26 December – 20 March):  
Adults $26.50, Pensioner/Senior $23.50, Child aged 0-15years FREE (t&cs apply) 
 

Autumn Flower Season (21 March – 19 April):  
To be announced. 
 

Tickets can be purchased through our website from the 1st of December at  www.bluelotus.com.au     
Note: Prices may change without notice. We recommend visitors purchase tickets online if visiting on weekends and public 
holidays as gate tickets may have sold out during busy periods. 
 

Contact details: 
Website: www.bluelotus.com.au    Venue phone: 03 5967 2061 
Media contact: Peter Cochrane    Email: visit@bluelotus.com.au     Ph: 0409 803 172  
Images: https://spaces.hightail.com/space/HwpMcYY86p 
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